‘It’s all been hot air and sunshine’

B Waiting for develop- e ——
ments: None of the 12
: : About sories
projects proposed by Bill oday: t:': business-
Fry has broken ground. Lo ?,.},_ % has e
g_, SCOTT WILLIAMS posed a $25 million hotel de- \
HﬂCK};GRD Bil Frv velopment in dawntown
stepped in front of the TV camerns Rocilord has left simiar pro-
Hul nta e CAMMe e jE‘EtE- urdinished In «mall criies
while the mnyor held up a banner, across the country, Imesions
The loenl paper trumpeted the wmhmpuuredﬁme?inm
;1:“'1" ﬂ;ﬂuth;lwnhﬂmtnn 1 was his prosacts are angry, and at
The oo ‘muld have been least one law enforcemeant I

Rockford. But it was not. It was
Florence, Aln, a oty of about
36,000 peaple courted by Fry and
his Seven Flus Developments Inc,
in 1994,

The proposed hotel next to a
W convention center was stmilar
to a $25 million progject Fry ia

ing acroes fiom the Mﬂlrué:ﬁ:
tre in downtown Rockford.

Like other small cties where
Fry hos visited, Rockfurd and Flo-
rence are places where communi-
t¥ leaders have long yeamed for o
hotal to help boost the local econe-
my or were enchanted by a sales
" e

ou are poing to have g first-
class Sheraton,” Fry declared in
Flarence. *It will have everything
you will need "

Nearly three years later. Flo-
rence residents are still waiting

Mayor Eddie Frost saad he has
not heard fram Fry in o vear A
convention center built with tax-
payer dollars @ta underutilized.
And aty officials are hunting for a
new hotel developer '

Frost said he stll wonders w
a venture that began with suc
promioe faded away so disappoint-

ingly. The project involved na di-
" Tect . 80 officinlz any

they never thought to check Fr s

track record.

“We were basically i
an him,” the masar zaxd. “We were
disappoanted ™

Here's a briel synopsis of how

11 other communitie: describe
thewr experiences with Fry and
Seven Plus Developments

M Bloomington, IIL: A new
conference center built by the
Mclean County Farmm Burean
was the attmaction when Fry ap-
proached cvic leaders last year
An adjacent hotel, he said. would
draw larger events to the faahty

Landowner J.C. Ebach asad

he's discuswed the propect with Fry
several times and 1= ready to
Yide the needed Tind whea
demonstrates that inancing is 1n
plece ad 2 builder 19 under em-
tract.

Aware that Fry smultaneously
is proposing a hotel in Rockford,
. Ebach said he's unpressed by the
businessman™ frequent trips to
Tllingis on his private plane.

“I dont think he'd be doing that
if he wasnt sincere,” he raud. "1
Paling & all mgwtim s
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Mayuor Jesse Smart, however, s
woerrtad by what he calls a lack of
substance in Fry's proposal.

“It's all been hot air and sun-
shine " he said.

- B Albugquerque, NM.- Envi-

proposed using part of a na-
Eznlmnnumentmdﬂ'e]ﬂpnhn-
tel resort in Albuquerque in the
earty 1990s.

wling development would m-
mnMrm hotel, four 18-
hole polf courses, temnis courts
and a conference center. A local
firm, Westland Development Co.,

Fry refused to divulge details of
his background Then an Albu-
querque Dewspaper re that
he had claimed credit for a Bever-
1y Hills hotel in which he had no
involvernent

Westland Development attor-
ney Robert Simon said officinls at
Sheraton headquarters vouched
fr Fry, E}n furth;:;ltémd his
partners by saying tapin-
to "a significant amount of money
m »
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Investors Bob Ciceo (feft) and Marvin Flam (nght] joined Seven Plus
Developments after promoter Bull Fry (center) showed them this
development site near Albuguergue. N.M.
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This photo of Forence, Ala., Mayor Eddie
Frost and Bdl Fry announcing the building of
a Sheraton hotel ran in the Florence Times
Daly In August 1994, The hotel {shown

here in a development drawing)
was never built

developmen pﬂ.:nih e
|
*“He couldnt or didnt — or
whatever,” the lawyer said. "It
nﬁﬁ-r _iellrdd" ey

estland scra its partner-
ship with Fry last year.

B Topeks, Kan. After convert-
ing Topekas old county fair-
grounds uito an indoor avic cen-
ter, county officals went shopping
for a hotel developer

They found Frv in 1992. When
they heard his plans for a $16 mil-
lion hotel with at least 150 guest
rooms, officials gave Fry a 90-day
option, to develep county-owned

adjacent to the Kansas

came slowly, 30 the op-
tion was extended. Then extended

Again.
In the summer of 1995, officiala
gave up and went ahopping for an-

“There was a ot of digappaint-
ment,” said county attormey
Jacquot. “We lost peveral years.®

B Muskogee, Okla: A former
hatel next to Maskogee's down-
town ovic center has been in
mothhalls for years,

In 1991, Fry propased rejuve-
nating the property and convert-
ing it into 8 big-name hotel. Then
his interest in Muskogee appar-
ently waned, but_he I"E!l.l.'lfﬂmd n
1995 and ngain pitched the ideq to
city officials. : e i

listed e was
velggngmougrﬂ]mmmmﬂﬁmﬁn
ity development director Tony
Kasgi decded to check one — in
Rockford. He was told that Fry, in-
deed, wns promoting &

hotel
The plans for Muskogee have

not progressed beyand the concep-
tual atage, and officials are taking
a wait-and-ace approach.

“Twe worked with a lot of devel-
opere,” Kaai said. “1 know they're
sornetimes overzealous.”

W Dublin, Ga: A stretch of

perty overlooking the Oconee

iver caught Frv's eye in 1994.
Residents of Dublin, an hour
southeast of Macon, Ga., were ex-
ated by the developer’s idea for a
nverfront EEE c?]nter Slnii hfitel.

Teamung bnefly with landown-
er Joe Durant, Fry announced he
needed about 300 investors at
ﬁlﬂ,ﬂm each to make the project

.

After ahout xix months, few in-
vestors had stepped forward.
Chamber of Commercs executive
director Willie Pawk said the pro-
mfnded almodt as quickly as it

surfaced. '

Ag in other communities, resi-
dents of Dublin had little chanca
to get to know Fry.

“We didnt know 1
about hum until the day he ap-

;" she smad.

8 Columbia, Tenn.: Businesa
leaders in the Nashville, Tenn.,
suburb of Columbia have been
pushi;l‘g to make the community
more of a tounst stiraction,

ap-

Three years ., Fry
proached  the Bg“hmnber of
Commerce with an enticng idea
— a hotel nnd conference center.
The stirred debate about
whether Columbia, 45 minutes
aouth of Nashville, could attract
tourista.

P courtany of Por At [Tamie] Miws

Bil Fry (standing) discusses tus hotel resort proposal in Port Arthur,
Texas, with memibers of the Pieasure [sland Commission,

Chamber of Commerce spokes-
man Mike Chanee said Fry then

disappeared.

"lFt, went cold,” Chanee said.

Fry's intercst apparently has
rekindled recently, and he has re-
turmed te Columbia to scout sites
for his development.

Convention and visitors bureau
director Alton Knlley said officials
know little about Fry or his busi-
pess organization but are willing
to consader his idess again.

“He seemas very proficent,” Kel-
ley said, *He’s good at what he
doea.”

#@ Decatur, L. Fry has been
talking about a hotel in Decatur
for three or four years. He tells city
officials he can borrow up to $300
million at a time to sirnultancous-
ly fund several major develop-
ments.

The proposal calls for an $8 mil-
Lion to £9 million Sheraton hotel
adjacent to the Decatur Civic Cen~
ter, with guaranteed acossa to con-
vention space at the dowmtown
ATENAL

Mayor Terry Howloy said avie
center ofbidals are reluctant to
atrike-an ent with “u:}i

ﬂ are assured the hote
ilt.

Although some civic leaders
have queationed Fry's legitimacy,
Howley said, the developer has
not requested taxpayer su&purt
and gives every appearanco of be-
ing bona fide,

*The guy comes up here. He's
ﬁ)tphnaﬂndmﬂu'tm’ﬂ drawings.

e's made several trips and phone
calls," Howley said, “He's either

dend aenous, or he's crazy "

@ E1 Dorado, Ark.: Fry pro-
pased a hotel about five years ago
ut the convergence of two high-
wnys nudwny between Dallas and
Memphis, Tenn.

Chamber of Commerce directar -

Sherrel Johnson said the project
has not gotten off the ground. al-
though Fry continues promoting
18

“He's boen 1n nnd out of town,”
rho mald,

Landowner Knax White aaid he
hna henrd from investors who are
nngTy ot Fry and han urged Fry
nast to soliat investors 1n El Dora-
cn.

The landowner haa worked (o
obtain highway acceas for the de-
velopment, and he hopes a hotel
will be built. If not, he anid, his
lomaea are minimal.

*It doesn't mako n whole lot of
differnvnee,” he said.

® Gadsden, Ala.: A hotel pro-
posal northeast of Birmingham
mado officials in Gadeden wonder
about Fry's background three or
four years ngo,

The town of about 50,000 was
Lrying to stir up convention buai-
nesa but had no downtawn hotel.
Officinls were excited to hear Fry
was purruing a similar project
acrosa the state in Florenee,

When aty planner Ron Carr
ran credit checks and did other re-
search on Fry'a credentials, he
came up with little information,
Officials grew concerned and in-
stead found local developers to
build a couple of new hotels
around town.

Carr, who has since retired,
paid there was no indication Fry
had the resources to complete the
job.

g “We didn't find a lot of sub-
stance,” he said. “Nothing bad or
good, really.”

B Lawton, Okla.. Another

roposed Sheraton hotel about an
Eo -and-a-half southwest of Ok-
lahoma City excited officialy in
Lawton two years ago.

Lawton Chamber of Commerce
President Mark McCord said Fry
met with bankers and other avic
lenders several umes for more
than & year. The project was de-
scribed B8 & 140-room Sheraton
with a restaurant.

McCord has not heard from the
developer for several montha. “He
has n proposal, but it's been in fair-
ly nebulous form,” McCord said.

Banker Gilbert Gibson said the
mthat Fry was eyeing has

sold to another buyer. Law-
ton leaders had grown worned
about Frya credentials anyway,
Gibsan said.

*He haa discussed multiple pro-
jocts all gver the nation,” he aaid.
“I couldnt give you any that I
know he haa actually dene.”

B Port Arthur, Texas: A small
ialand off the Gull Conat of Texns
was the mte of one of Fry's most
ambitious projecta starting in
1985.

A 400-acrv resort, proposed
through a company known as Cal-
Mere Enterpri Inc., was
planned to include two luxury ho-
tels, two golf courses, an aireraft
Ianding strip and possibly a mari-
na The project’s cost waa estimat-

agarcy is koking into his actv-
lios. Interviews with busingas
pappie and officiats in other
¢lties foumd a pattemn of shick
presentglions by Fry Dut no re-
sulls.

B Monday: Rockford offr
cials, chac leaders and others
who histened to Willam Fry's
presentabions on his proposal
for & $29 millon downtown ho-
tel offor confiching opinions on J
whethes infformation abau his
hackground Is important at this
stage of tha project Plus, & for-
mer Fry amployes who onca ad-
mired him says she resigned
because of concem about how
ha treats his imestors,

B Tuesday: In the wake of
the Rockford Register Star's in-
vestigation of Wilham Fry's
background, business people,
city officials and residents dis-
cuss whether the MetroCentre  §
should proceed further in its
discussions with Fry conoesmung
a proposed $25 million hotel
adjacent (o the center,

Chronology

Bill Fry's efforts to promote
a hotel development in Rock-
ford have spanned nearly two
yBa's,

A July 1995; Fry begins
discussions with Rockdord
business and govermment
haaders.

B Sept. 1995: MetroCen-
tre manager Brad Walsh hears
hoted idea in meeung with Fry, |
B March 1996: Proposerd
260400m hotet urneiled be-
fore Mayor Charkes Box and
ather Crhic beaders,

il June 1998; MetroCentre
balks at deal gramng Fry gluan
anteed access 1o ComMention
space,

B Sept. 1996 Sheraton
representatne joins Fry on tng
10 Rockiord; deal with Metro- I
Centre signed.

H March 1997 With Ry
continuing talks for real es
tate. MetroCentre extends
deal through the vear,

Hl May 1997 Register Star
Ehronckes mumerous uUes-
tions i Fry's background, in-
Cluding ongolng criminal mves-
e |

ed as high as $55 million.

The Pleasure Island Commis-
sion, a Port Arthur city agency
that controls development on the
ieland, worked three years with
Fry and leased him real estate to
start the project. After delays and
setbacks the commission declared

in default of the lease and
kiiled the project in June 1988,

Fry appeared before the com-
mission a short time later seeking
to revive the deal, but commission.
ers refused.

Former commissioner Randy
Lofton recalls that Fry charmed
Pleasure Island leaders with his
enthusinsm and professional de-
meéanor and salicited investors to
get involved in the ;

“He always failed to live up to
tus end of the bargmin,® Lofton
said. “I find it difficult to believe
that anybody would invest in
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