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Thirteen-year-old Alex Franson is home-schooled by Darlene Jaskoviak, a retired South Milwaukee
schoolteacher, on Friday in South Milwaukee. Franson's parents removed him from South Milwaukee
Middle School because doctors said the moldy building was making him sick. -
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of the Journal Sentinel staff =

For Alex Franson, the end of another
school day meant a chance to heal. .

Suffering from asthma, the South Mil-
waukee sixth-grader routinely arrived
home struggling for every breath. His con-
dition would improve at home, only to de-
teriorate when he returned to school.

“It was so extreme,” said his mother,
Denise Franson. “It was very scary.”

Initially baffled, doctors studied the sit-
uation for months before concluding: Alex
was sick because his school was sick.

Built nearly 90 years ago, South Mil-
waukee Middle School is a crowded facili-
ty with poor venti-

lation and mold ifle 3 :
tainting the air. At Is it gmng to

a doctor's urging, kill VOU? No. Is

Alex’s parents

pulled him out of it going to
school.

wThere was defi- SIOW you down
nitely a connec-
tion,” said Michael and cause
Levy, a physmlan at other

Children’s Hospital

of Wisconsin. “It  problems?
was pretty clear to

me.” Yes.”

Indoor air quality
is a growing Iissue
in the nation’s ag- Jeremy Otte, |
ing schools, with  Program coordinator

students increas-  for American Lung
ingly warehoused Association of
in dank facilities at wisconsin

a time when many SRR e
school districts can-

not afford renovations, much less new
buildings.

. Hundreds of high school students in the

- Chicago suburb of St, Charles recently

were displaced when their school was
closed because of air quality concerns.

Addressing the problem

In Wisconsin, a new effort is being
launched to confront the issue in class-
rooms, as health advocates warn that stu-
dents and teachers could be risking illness
with every breath they take.

“Is it going to kill you? No. Is it geing to
slow you down and cause other problems?
Yes,” said Jeremy Otte, program coordina-
tor for the American Lung Association of
Wisconsin.

With a $10,000 state grant, the associa-
tion plans to help schools identify and re-
solve air quality problems. A conference
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