Student

trom AL

began  speitding after-schoeol
hours cachh day i bte agel-scl-
ence huilding. 1lagemann soon
realized that she was looking at an
above-average student with nat-
ural feadership skills. Now presi-
deot of the FFA, Markham lcads
the club's monthly meetings.
“Prople are in swe of hor”
Hagcemann said. “ She just has the

niost positive cutlook of a.nyhculy ,

1've ever met!l
Markltam has hey cye ofy e
ntore achievement in her high
school carcer: competing on the
track and fcld team as awheelchair
athdete in shotput and racing. -
- Markham said it took a long

~thal allowed ber to emenge from

time for her ta find a turning point

thie darker days of her recovery.

Around the staet of hier senlor
yedr at Unlon Grove, she said, slic
stopded crying herself to sleep at
night and stopped praying for an-
swers. She came {o a realization
that her paralysis is not a punish-

ment — but an opportunity.

The young girl who always
wantecd to bocome a changemaker
in the world is now gutting the
chance to do that.
“It's like a glit, alinost” she
sald, #I always wanted Lo be an
influeneet. This ishowlcandoit”

1ier stepfather, Exle Brown, said
the family has provided support
to help Markham adjust to her

cencouragement or assistance,

On her tcst day home fram Lhe
hospital, she Ittslsted oo climbing
put of her wheelchatr and taking a
tide on ber horse.

Browin said the snowboard-
ing acci<lent and paralysis have
motivated — even forced — his
stepdaughter to grow up quickly.
The o1cleal seems to have “ldck-
started” ber arnival as a young
adult he said.

“7t's pretty rcma:kabln "hn faid.
“Natalic has aspecial bpm'ktﬂ her”

new lifestyle, Most of the time,
though, she nceds little, if any,



