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writings were sent to [mends, relatives
and 2 romance magazine called True
Confessions, which recaived a 200-
page, handwnitien manuscnpt graphi-
cally detathng Stone’s death.

Vicki Trombaugh, a close fnend who
received one of 1he letters, said Stone
knew when she moved into Barfield’s
apartment that he had been charged
with raping a female aoquaintance ¢ar-
lier this year.

She also said Stone belicved Bar-
ficdd’s claims of innocence and was pre-
pared (o stand by ham,

“She beliecved Larry. Why? | don't
know,” Trombaugh said. **She believed
that Lasry wouldn’t do such a thang —
just like people now don't behieve what
he i1s accused ol.”

Bom in the West Texas town of
Monahans, Barfield is the youngest of
five children and was the only one still
at‘home when his pareats divorced in
the mud-1960s.

He moved to Arkansas with his
mother and attended high school 1n
Hot Springs. While working in a3 shoe
factory duning the summer of 1970, he
met Loctia Lowe, who describes herself
as Barfieid's first senous girdfnend

Now mamed, Loetta Lowe Hill says
she and Barfield talked about mamage,
but she broke off the relationship when
his mother disapproved.

“He was her (the mother's) special
one. She babied him all the time,” Hull
recalled. “She was afraid someone was
going to come and take him away from
Iwr'il

Hill, 36, says Barfield as a teen-ager
was “real shy” about sex and was prone
to fits of jealousy. She said he became
very upset when she ended the relation-
ship.

“He just wouldn't take no for an
answer,” she said. “When he fell for
somebody, he fell real hard.™

Within a few months, Barfield
dropped out of high school, yoined the
Air Force and marmed another Hot
Springs woman. The young couple had
one child, a boy, before the marriage
ended after {ess than two years

The whereabouts of the woman and
son could not be determuned.

In 1974, while sull in the Air Force,
Barficld met his second wife at 2 Salem,

Ore.. restaurant where he worked as a
cook and she as a waitress.

Carla Barfield, whose 10-yecar mar-
nage to Bacfield ended in 1986, fondly
remembers her former hushand as sup-
portive, ambitious and always holding
down ajob as the couple moved around
the country.

Over the years, Barfield worked as a
nightclub manager, a (actory machinist
and as a worker In the food service
department of the University of Arkan.
sas in Litile Rock.

In his spare lime, he enjoyed wniting
and tinkenng with inventions. Carla
Barficld recalled one time when he
tned to invent a board game, some sort’
of vanation of chess.

“He was always a relaxed person,”
she said recently from her home in
Birmingham, Ala.

Carla Barfield said their mamage
began 10 detenorale after the couple
moved to Hot Springs and their 15-
month-old daughter died.

According to county COroneT reports,
Jennifer Barfield died Jan. 22, 1980, of
accidental carbon monoxide poisoning
whale sleeping 1n a tiny bedroom with a
gas space healer,

Barfield told authonties he had left
the gid sleeping wath the bedroom door
closed and the windows covered with
plastic. By the time the girl’s mother
returned home two hours [ater, the ba-
by had stopped breathing

“There are no reasons to doubt the
death as other than accidental,” the
coroner wrote.

Carla Barfield said when she and
Barficld previously decided nottohave
any more children, Barficld underwent
a vasectomy, a prooedure she said he
regretted after Jennifer’s death.

She also said she initially biamed
Barfield for their daughter’s death, be-
cause the girl had been leftin hiscare,

“We were both shocked and sad-
dened by her death {or a long ime. We
kind of drifted apart after that,” she
said. *'It took me a long time to realize
that it wasn't his fault.”

{ oetta Hill occasionally ran into her
former boyfriend and said he was a
devoted father visibly dlstrcssed by his
daughter’s death.

[ feel like that's when it all started.”

Lawrence Bﬂl‘ﬁﬂd Pm nds 5ay he
was shy duning high school 1n 1970

she said, refemng to whatever prob-
lems led to his criminal record.

Barfield and his second wile di-
vorced in 1986 but reunsted the next
year in Modesto, Calif., where he was
hiving.

Carla Barfield, 31, who has not re-
marnied, said they lived together again
unti] child molestation charges were
leveled against Barfield in June 1987.

The charges stemmed from incidents
months carlier, when Barfield lhived
with a gidiriend, Joyce McKinney. The
victim in the case was the 8-year-old
daughter of a fnend of McKinney's.

Court records show Barfield repeat-
edly dented dny wrongdoing. And Carla
Barfield contends that the charge was
the vindictive work of Barfield's ex-
pirifriend.

McKinney, however, tells a different
story.

In a recent interview from Califor-
nia, she said she had become uncom-
fortable with Barfield’s 1deas aboul sex
long before he reunited wath his lormer
wifc.

McKinney, 40, said their relation-
ship started out platonic but became
romantic. She said that he was “‘over-
sexed,” that he taed to interest her in
threesomes and that he persuaded her
to help him start a dating service he
called Mating Unlimited.

“He's 2a man who's very messed up,”
she said. ““He’s weird enough to have

Veronica Stone: Believed Barticld
was innocent of rape charges

gone off the other end. | know that 've
lived in fear ever since P've known
htm.”

Found guilty of chuld molestation —
his first cimenal conviction— Barfield
served a six-month sentence in county
jail and was released on three-years'
probation.

A count-appointed psychologist had
recommended the maximum cight-
year prison term, saying Barfield
refused to acknowledge any wrongdo-
g,

“He has scemingly conducted him-
self ina responsible mannerthroughout
his life and continues 10 express atti-
tudes [rom which responsible behavior
could be expected,” Dr. Plulip Trom-
peticr wrole in a preseniencing repoit.

“I all of the allegations against the
defendant are true, he presents a danger
to the safety of the community. He
steadfastly denies all claims of sexual
impropnely.”

After hus release from jail, Barfield
received permission from Califormia
authonties to move to Grapevine,
where he worked for a construction site

cleanup crew ¢ontracted by one of his
brothers.

Norman Barfield, owner of Barfield
Building Co., did not respond to repeat-
ed requests for an interview,

Lawrence Barfield rented the apaut-
ment on Worth Strect and spon becane

 friends with two women who lived to-

gether in the same complex — Vick
Trombaugh and Veronica Stone. Even-
tually, both women went 10 work mlh
Barficld at construction sitcs.

Stone moved into Barfield's apant-
ment in spring of this year, in what
(nends say sheintended 1o be a platonic
arrangement. However, Barficld be-
came enamored of his new roommate
and expressed frustration that she did
nol fecl the same way, Trombaugh said.

“It was just something that she
couldn’t give him.” Trombaugh said.

But Carla Barficld, who again was in
contact with her ex-husband. sai. she
ncver heard him express (rustration

about the relationship with Stone. The
last time Carla Barfield spoke with
Lawrence Barfield, in mid-September,
he t10ld her that Stone was 1ll and he
sought advice on how to care [or her.

“He sounded like normal Larry,” she
recalled. “He seemed hike he rta_]ly
cared for the girl. They scemed hike
good [nends.™

About 2 month later, Carla received

a letter postmarked Oct. 24. the day
before Stone’s body was lound.

Carla said she recognized Barficld’s
handwnung “Dear Carla — Please sit
down. Relax a 'minute. Prcpare younell
for some hornble news. .



