Veteran

From Al

veterans are dwindling in
numbers every day, from
an original 16 million who
served to just 240,000 re-
muaining.

According tothe National
World War II Museum in
New Orleans, an average
of 234 are dying every day
from among those who
served in the war fought
between the years 1939 and
1045,

Wisconsin has fewer than
4,400 WWII vets remain-
ing. And although nobody
is quite sure, officials at the
museumn and the Depart-
ment of Veterans Affajrs
believe Pater is among the
oldest left in Wisconsin — if
not the oldest.

Pioneer

He enlisted in the U.S.
Army In 1939 and served
in the Army Air Corps, the
predecessor to the U.S. Air
Force.

Knabe, a colonel in the
Air Force Reserves, said
she feels especially drawn
to Pater knowing that he
represents the early days
of the Air Force while she
represents the modern Air
Force.

“It’s fascinating to make
this connection,” she said.
“] see this as part of my
heritage”

Greuel, a lieutenant col-
onel in the Army Reserves,
said she traveled to Mount
Pleasant with Knabe for
Monday’s party because
she wanted to meet the man
who could be Wisconsin’s
oldest remaining WWII vet,

The visiting dignitaries,
in their 50s, work in the
VA complex in Milwaukee,
Both wore military uni-
forms as a show of respect
for Pater, who served in
Europe and participated in
both the landing at Omaha
Beach and the Battle of the
Bulge.

“It's incredible” Greuel
said. “It just makes my
heart sing to know that he
just hugged me.”

Born in Racine, Pater
graduated from Park High
Schoolin 1933.

He told the crowd at his
birthday party that he en-
joyed model airplanes as a
child, and he later joined
the Boy Scouts, and sold
magazines and delivered
newspapers to raise money
during the Great Depres-
sion.

. o
L

SCOTT WILLIAMS P

HOTOS, SCOTT.WILLIAMS@JOURNALTIMES.COM

r : l ek "h
- R

i:eaning in to chat Monday with World War Il veteran Roland “Bud” Pater of Mount Pleasant are Darcie Greuel, left, a
lieutenant colonel in the U.S. Army Reserves, and Ann Knabe, a colonel in the U.S. Air Force Reserves, both visiting from
the U.S. Department of Veterans Affairs in Milwaukee.

Visitors from the U.S. Department of Veterans Affairs in
Milwaukee celebrated Roland “Bud” Pater’s 106th birthday
by giving him these “challenge coins,” earned by military
members for good conduct or achievement,

“I wanted to do every-
thing,” he said of his youth.

Once in the military, he
initially wanted to become
a pilot. When he realized
he was not cut out for fly-
ing, he became a mechanic
who worked to keep Army
pilots airborne, leading the
United States and its allies
to victory over Adolf Hitler
and Germany.

A lifelong fan of motor-
cycles, Pater operated a
Harley-Davidson dealer-
ship in Racine in the 1960s
and ‘70s.

His wife, Evelyn, died in

the 1990s, and he now lives
in Mount Pleasant with
Keith Kaydo, a former son-
in-law who has remained
close friends with Pater for
more than 40 years.

Kaydo described his
longtime friend as polite
and honest with a lively
sense of humor,

“He’s like a father to me
— sort ot like a grandfa-
ther;' Kaydo said.

Other friends who joined
the 106th birthday party
recalled getting to know
Pater through his motor-
cycle dealership.
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World War Il veteran Roland “Bud” Pater blows out a candle

L3
iy

on his cake Monc!ay during his 106th birthday party in
Mount Pieasant, joined by Darcie Greuel, at right, a visitor
from the Department of Veterans Affairs in Milwaukee.

Gerry Gallo, 87, of Keno-
sha, said he started out
buying parts from Pater for
a motorcycle, but he later
ended up working for Pater.

“He's a great guy, a great
person,” Gallo said.

Richard Bohaczek, 81, of
Somers, said he, too, was
a Harley-Davidson cus-
tomer who become friends
with Pater. Bohaczek said
he can hardly believe that
Pater has lived to 106.

“Unbelievable” Bo-
haczek said. “He must be
doing something right.”

Pater entertained the

crowd with stories of his
days in the military, includ-
ing when he was stationed
briefly in Puerto Rico. He
enjoyed the hot, sunny
weather so much that he
wanted to ride his motor-
cycle.

So, he persuaded a friend
back in Wisconsin to some-
how ship Pater's motorcy-
cle to Puerto Rico.

“If you want to do some-
thing, you could do it Pa-
ter said. Asked by others in
the crowd about his secret
to longevity, Pater said,
“That I don’t know”



