Stadium

new baseball stadium. The meeting
came shortly afier the (eam was sold 10
an investment group led by George W.
Bush.

Now the team has asked season-tick-
¢t holders to rate seven possible new
stadium sites, inclading two airport op-
tions — one nocth and one south

DYFW spokesman Joe Dealey Jr,
said airport officials remain willing to
consider the stadium idea, as long as it
does not interfere with atrport opera-
tons.

Dealcy also said that he was
surpnsed to see the Rangers’ survey
include more than one airport site.

“The fact that Ranger management
is asking Ranger fans to evaluate not
one but two D/FW Airport sites leads
me 1o belicve that Ranger management
is seriously considering DVFW  Adr-
port,” he added.

Stone insisted that Rangers officals
would express no preference of stadium
sitcs while the season-ticket holders are
being asked to rate the possible loca-
tions.

However, the club president said one
of the airport’s advantages is that resi-
dents already are accustomed to driv-
ing there on a regular basis — the same
mind-sct they have toward Arington

- Stachum,

Other choices in the survey are Arl-
ington, 1rving (next to Texas Stadiurn),
downtown Dallas, west Dallas and
Plano. Stone said be expects the survey
results by summer’s end.

“You cancall ita contest if you like,”
he said, “as long as it’s clearly wixder-
stood that the fans are the judges.”

DYFW has about 12,000 acres of va-
cant land that is not earmarked for
proposed airport expansion, induding
large tracts regarded as surplus and ex-
tending up to three miles from the air-
port’s runways.

For years, the New York Mets base-
ball 1eam has played close to LaGuar-
dia Airport, with aircraft repeatedly
roaring overhead while the stands at
Shea Stadium are filled.

Mets spokesman John Samginan
said there has never been a hazardous
incadent involving LaGuardia air traf-
fic. And as for the noise, he said, " You
sort of get used to iL™

Dealey said the potential environ-
mental eflect of a baseball stadium at
D/FW 15 just one of scveral complex
issues that would have to be addressed.
He expressed conhdence that the 1ssues
were manageable.

“I don't see why D/FW Airport
couldn’t accommodate the Texas

_Rangers orgamizaton,”™ he said.

If the Rangers elected to build a sta-
dium near the airport. their new home
could be any one of three communitics

that share airport property: Grapevine,
Euless or Irving.

Officials in the communities yester-
day said that they have had no contact
with Rangers officials, Grapevine May-
or Bill Tate, however, said that D/FW
officials in the past have expressed a

desire 10 see a sports complex devel-
oped on the north end of the airport.

A horse-racing track was considered
in that area for a shont time last year.
Tate said he had heard no lurther dis-
cussion of sports-related developments
at the airport.
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The muyor said he would be willing
to consider sccommodating the
Rangers, but he vowed not to take the
initiative and risk the appearance that
Grapevine is trying to lure the tcam
away from Arlington. _

“We don't want 1o get into a dispute

over something of Lthal magnitude,”™ he
said

Others, however, said that becoming
the Rangers’ home could boost the
economy of the area surrounding DV

. FW, particularly the hotels, restaurants
and retailers.

“I'm not personally a great baseball
fan,” Euless Mayor Harold Samuels
said. “But | could see D/FW being a
good central point.”

Arington Mayor Richard Greene,
whose community 13 {ighling to keep
the Rangers, said that he regards the
airport sites as secondary to others list-
ed in the fan survey.

Greene also said Arlingion remains
the best of all options for the Rangery
from a business perypective because of
location and other assets.

“"Arlington always wins those analy-
ses,” he said, “and we're going 10 win
this survey.”



