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member ever to die in combat.

Another sister, Rachel Witm-
er, served in the same military
police unit, while Charity was
on duty elsewhere in Iraq with
the Waukesha-based Company
B of the 118th Medical Battal-
ion.

After Michelle’s death, her
parents made national head-
lines by pleading with the mil-
itary not to order their two re-
maining daughters back to
Iraq — a request the Pentagon
ultimately granted.

While fulfilling her National
Guard commitment by work-
ing at a Milwaukee govern-
ment clinic screening new
Guard enlistees, Charity has

‘begun to piece together a new
life for herself.

Living with her parents in
their New Berlin house, she is
taking classes at the Universi-
ty of Wisconsin-Milwaukee
and considering new career

options in nursing, psychology
and maybe journalism.

Diary shows pain, grief

In a journal called “Chari-
ty’s Corner,” she has begun to
write about the pain of losing
her twin sister. Posted on the
family’s Web site, the journal
expresses the prief that still
simmers deep inside her.

“Getting better? No,” she
said in an interview at her par-
ents’ home. “The pain is just
as fresh. But I'm learning how
to live with it.”

Her fiancé, known to family
and friends as Tony Verre, is
due back in the United States
in February, along with the
rest of his National Guard
group.

Verre, 25, who grew up in
Mukwonago, is a Milwaukee
schoolteacher who works in
the Guard as a dental techni-
cian. He and Charity met
through the military, and their
relationship continued to blos-

som once they were deployed
to Iraq.

After she returned to the
U.S. to grieve with her family,
he proposed over the telephone

Witmer finds love of
life, loss of life in Iraq

in June while she was having
lunch with her mother and his
mother at Merrill Hills Coun-
try Club in Waukesha.

“From the moment she left, I
was less than myself,” Verre
wrote in an e-mail to the Jour-
nal Sentinel. “I did not want to
spend a day more in this life
without her.”

His mother, Nancy Verre,
said the family has been im-
pressed with Charity’s
strength, maturity and conti-
dence over the past several
months.

Iraq call brings tears of joy

Everyone 1n attendance at
Merrill Hills cried tears of joy
when Tony interrupted their
Iunch by reading Charity poet-
ry over the phone and then
poppling the question.

“They’re both very lucky to
have found each other,” Nancy
Verre said. “It’s the one bright,

bright, bright spot to come out
of this past year.”

The young couple have not

. made many plans for the fu-

ture, other than finding a

place to live and maybe getting
a dog.

Charity, who turns 21 in Feb-
ruary, agreed that the excite-
ment of planning a wedding is
tempered somewhat by the ab-
sence of Michelle, whom she

alV{ays assumed would be her
maid of honor.

“I just never imagined that
she wouldn’t be here,” Charity
said. |

Parents in both families
h_av_e talked about whether the
timing is right for a wedding,
considering that Charity and
Tony both will have recently
returned from war and both

are still recovering from the
trauma of Michelle’s death.

_ But parents always wonder
].f their children are rushing
Into marriage, John Witmer
said, adding that he is comfort-

able letting nature take its
course.

“That’s the power of love.”

he said. “You just have to get
out of the way.”



