EQUIPMENT, From 1A

“T've got to depend on other
people to give me the best ad-
vice,” said Waukesha County
‘Health & Human Services Direc-
tor Peter Schuler, who visited a
hospital decontamination zone to
See what equipment his employ-
ees would need.

Special task forces have been
formied In some communlities to
pore over the options presented
In the authorized equipment list-
ing for the federal government's
initiative, formally known as the
Domestic Preparedness Equip-

Iment Grant Program.
In the protective — and, some
would say, secretive — atmos-

phere that has prevailed on the
American landscape since Sept.
11, some local offitials are not
anxicus to talk about what they
.4are buying.

- “We don't want to be advertis-
ing that we're a farget,” said
Ozaukee County Emelzency Man-
agement Director William Stolte.

, State and federal officials also
refused to release Wisconsin's of-
ficial terrorism readiness assess-

iment, which the federal govern- .

ment wuses to determiine how
much should be allocated here
compared with other states. In a
letter 10 the Milwaukee Jowrnal
Sentinel, an attorney for Wiscon-
sin Emergency Management
wrote that releasing the state's
self-assessment *would be useful
information to terrorists plotting
t0 harm the citizens of this state
and nation.™

This much is known: California
next year will lead all grant recip-
ients with $24.8 million, followed
by Texas at $16.1 million, New
York at $14.9 million and Florida
at $12.9 million. Wisconsin will
rank 18th at $5.9 million.

The grant program was in place
before the attacks, but the dollars
being allocated have inercased
cxponentially since Sept. 11.
Spending next year will total $315
million, up from $145 million this
vear.

Wisconsin officials have not yet
announced how they will distrib-
ute next year’s $5.9 million grant,
which is likely to come with new
equipment guidelines and a new
catalog. This vear, some morey
was given directly to bomb
squads and other specialized
units, although most was spread
among the counties,

Grant applications submitted to
the state by individual counties
show a myriad of local strategles
for safeguarding against chemi-
cal. biological or other attacks.
Most counties are focused on in-
stating entergency crews against
gxposure, Some also are bracing
Yo treat civilian casualtles.

Smaller counties such as Wash-
ington and Dodge are spending
their aillocations maostly on porta-
ble oxygren masks, chemical-resis-
tant boots and other protective

,gqu_ifment Kenosha County is us-
= Ing-1ts $44,000 grant to develop 4
y decantamination system. Racine
:Cuunt}* chose to spend its entire

GRANT MONEY

THE HOME FRONT AGAINST TERRORISM

Counlies can purchase equipment In four categories: personal protection, detection, decontamination and communication. Here are some examples of
what counties are purchasing with federal grants approved this year,

- Communities stockpile anti-terrorism tools

COUNTY GARANT  PERSONAL PROTECTION DETECTION DECONTAMINATION COMMUNICATION
Milwaukea $309,200 900 escape hoods 23 electronic radlation detectors 2 mass-decontamination systems Radip intercannect
250 decontamination patient kits syster
Dane 185,600 24 mass-casualty response kits 2 alr sampling pumps 225 body bags 60 portable radios
200 blankets 100 odor eater masks
| 100 bars of lvory s0ap
Brown 83,200 50 chemical-resistant suils Chemnicat agent detaction kit | b multi-channel radios
. 14 air-purifying respirators
Waukesha 48,000 236 escape hoods 2 radiation alert monitors 10 portabie racos
Racine 47,200 14 portable radios
20 mohile repeaters
Kenosha 84,000 75 modesty garments 3 radiclogical gauges 18 decontamination patient kits
42 respirator masks o
Washingten 36,800 108 chemical-resistant suits ~ . 2 rolls of chemical agent paper 3 decontaminatian shower ysaste coliectors
Ozaukee 36,000 74 escape breathing apparatuses  Hand-held chemical agent monitor  Chemical warfare decontaminaron kit
Decontamination yacuum
Dodge 12,000 50 blohazard bags 1 hangd-held radio
45 chemical-resistant suits
* Note: For & complete list of federal grants thioughout Wisconsin and the natiom, ge fo the link available with this articke at www sorine com.
Source: Domeste Pregsaredness Equipment Grant Proqram BOS VEERSTAMLER, ool Sordied

$47.200 on better
communication
hardware.

Larger counties
such as Milwaukee
and Dane also are
stockpiling supplies
that would be useful
for civilians in the
event of an attack.

With its $309,200
grant, Milwaukee
County has pur-
chased two mass-de-
contamination sys-
tems, also known as
“human car washes,
which can be erected
almost anywhere on
an emergency basis
to cleanse people ex-
posed to harmful
substarnces.

Carl Stenbol, as
sistant director of
emergency manage-
ment for Milwaukee
County, said three
such systemsd al-
ready stationed
around the county —
he would not say
where — and offl-
cials wanted two
more o ensure cov-
erage for all 19 municipalities.

Stenbol said officlals already
have an existing supply of body
bags and other materials.

“Our grant isn't buying every-
thing.” he said. “But it has helped
to fulfill the basic defensive goal
very nicely.”

Dane County has spent part of
its $165,600 grant to acquire 500
blankets and 100 bars of Ivory
soap - bare essentials for com-
forting casualties.

“It's not all high-tech,” Dane
County Emergency Management

Director Kathy Krusiec said.

Of all the countles whose grant
applications the Journal Sentinel
examined, only Dane County has
orrdered body bags: 225 Krusieg
said the number seemed “appro
priate” for a countywlde popula-
tion of 430,000,

Pointing to the deaths of about
3,000 people in the Sept. 11 at-
tacks, she said: “All of us are now
looking at our preparetiness in a
little different way than we ever
have before.”

The more counttes stock up, the

MICHAEL EAHE
Milwaukee Fire Department Hazmat Team members {from ieft) Ench Boaen, Mike 3all andg Dan

Rode compare notes during a break in a class on using the “advanced portable detector,” which can
detect some of the chernical agents terronsts might use.

more business booms for an in-
dustry whose customer base pre-
viously was dominated by fire de
partments and hazardous materi-
als units.

Dracger Safety Inc., based in
Pittshurgh, is another company
riding the wave of terrorism read-
mess under the federal grant pro-
gram.

Draeger President Wes Kenne-
we sald local commuities are
particularly keen on a few prod-
ucts: "escape hoods,” hoods with
attached breathing devices that

come 1IN easyv-{o-car-
v canisters for po
Lice officers and fire-
fighters (§150 each);
chemical-detestion
kits ($2.800 each);
and advanced respi-
ratory systems that
carry a four hour
supply of oxvgen
(85,000 each).

Even some private
citizens are starting
to inquire about
~tocking their homes
or offices for tertor-
1M preparedness,
Rennewer said,

"I’ an emerging
market right now.
but I think 1t’s going
to be with us for a
long time,” he said.
“The world 15 still,
unfortunately, a dan-
Jerous place. And we
have 1o be prepared.”

In Wisconsin, com-
munities already are
making plans for the
next round of grants.

Dane County hopes
to acquire and stock
mabile decontamina-
tion syvstems costing
up to $230.000 each. Milwaukee

County has its eve on an infrared
spectrometer, a $47.000 apparatus
that ¢can be used In the field to
identity  hazardous materials
more easily,

Some officiads admit it can be a
bit tricky knowing when enough
15 enough.

“Are we prepared fur any-
thing?” Milwaukee Deputy Fire
Chief Don Doroe said “Since last
september, all bets are off.”




