Mosque/Facility will

offer other services

» From A-1

week approved a plan to re-
locate the mosque to a for-
mer bait-and-tackle shop on
Velp Avenue,

Some neighbors have ex-
pressed conceins about the
new religious center, ming-
ful of the fact that Muslim
extremists were responsi-
ble for the terrorist attacks
of Sept. 11, 2001.

“It's yust kind of scary,”
neighbor Pat Meyer said.
“But I'm also open to giving
it a chance.”

Leaders of the Islamic
Center hope the hon-Mus-
lim community will visit
the new mosque and take
the opportunity to learn
about Islamic beliefs.

In addition to regular
praver services, they say,
the facility will offer lec-
tures, children's programs
and occasional special
events, such as food drives.

Hamayun Mian, a
spokesman for the group,
said the 2001 terrorists were
radicals whose violent ac-
tions conflict with the
peaceful teachings of
Islam. Mian urged the pub-
lic to avoid stereotyping all
Muslims based on fear.

"The way you learn and
grow and nurture is by un-
derstanding one another,”
he said. “If you want to
learn, vou have to learn
with an open mind.”

The society is paving
about $300.000 to acquire

the former Bob's Bait and
Tackle shop at 1512 Velp
Ave.., which had been va-
cant for about five years.

Green Bay aldermen
agreed to rezone the west-
side property to permit the
mosque following a brief
but heated debate about re-
ligious freedom.

Surrounding residents
and business owners volce
mixed feelings about the
plans.

Ed Holtz, owner of Quali-
ty Auto Repair, 1400 Velp
Ave., said he would prefer
seeing a new business lo-
cate there, to help generate
economic activity in the
largely industrial area.

“What are you going to
buy from the mosque?”
Holtz said. “It’s not going to
help my business.”

Resident Phil Bartz, who
lives in Deer Brook Apart-
ments, hopes that critics do
not overreact and try to pre-
vent Muslims from practic-
ing their chosen religion.

Referring to his Lutheran
beliefs, Bartz said, “I'm

sure people frown on my re-
ligion, too0.”

The scrutiny descends on
the Islamic Society during

Ramadan, one of the holi- -

est times of year for Mus-

lims.

Followers of Islam fast
from dawn to dusk through-
out the 30-day celebration,
and continue their usual
regimen of prayer five
times daily, whether at
home, work or mosque. The
month then ends with one
of Islam’s most festive holi-
days.

During Friday's service,
the minister, Mohamed Za-
karya, led those in atten-
dance in the traditional
chanting, recitations and
kneeling with faces to the
floor. He also urged them to
remain steadfast in honor-
ing Islamic history and ob-
servances,

“This is the chance of the

year,” he said. “Do your
best.”

ONLINE CHAT

Join reporter Scot! Williams in
a live online “Talk Back™ chat
about Green Bay's new mosque
at 11 a.m. Monday at
www.greenbaypressgazette.com.

ONLINE TODAY

Hamayun Mian of Green Bay
talks about the Islamic faith at
the islamic Society of Wisconsin's
Green Bay area mosque In Ash-
waubenon. To watch the video
and see photos of a prayer serv-
ice at the Islamic Society of Wis-
consin's Green Bay area mosque,
click on this story at www.green
baypressgazette.com.

A new member of the
mosque, Khadar Gedi, who
recently relocated from Cal-
ifornia, brought his 2-year-
old son, Amir, to the serv-
ice.

Anti-Muslim fervor has
heightened so dramatically
since the 2001 terrorist at-
tacks, Gedi said, that Islam-
ic believers in the United
States feel targeted. He
called it ironic that some
neighbors oppose Green
Bay's new mosque out of
fear of Muslims.

“If anything, we have
fear of them,” he said.
“We're scared that people
will take this issue to ex-
tremes.”




