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too early in the ‘movie-making process to
consider possible venues for a premiere.

That decision typically follows comple-
tion of a movie, spokesman Roger Arm-
strong said, adding that the decision also

can involve many people other than the
director and the studio.

““It can be any number of combinations
— @S many ways as you can imagine,’’ he
said. -

Those working to bring the premiere to
the Texas Theater say that holding the event
there would be most logical, considering the
theater’s relevance to the subject of the

movie, tentatively titled “JFK.’’

Although details have been shrouded in

secrecy since film crews arrived in town Jast
month, it is widely believed that Stone plans
to cast new light on theories surrounding
the Kennedy assassination.

Jim Reid, president of the Southern Dal-
las Development Corp., dispatched one of
his assistants to the “JFK'' set two weeks
ago with a letter seeking Stone’s help in res-
toring the theater,

Referring to the theater’s ‘‘great histori-
cal significance,’’ Reid wrote that the build-
ing is ‘‘badly in need of renovation.’’

The letter received no immediate
response,- and Reid is planning to join
forces with the other Oak CIiff neighbor-
hood groups to lobby executives at Warner

Brothers for the premiere.

“If it makes logic to the studio, they’ll
do it,”’ he said. ‘‘And I think there’s a real
business element here.”’

Located in the center of the Oak CIiff
business district at 231 W. Jefferson Blvd.,
the Texas Theater seats more than 1,300
people.

Unlike other historical sites associated
with the Kennedy assassination, however,
the building has been allowed to deterio-
rate. Under threat of demolition, it was res-
cued last year by a group that evolved into

the Texas Theater Historical Society.
The group purchased the theater for

$175,000 and now shows second-run fea-
tures for $2 a ticket — with half the pro-
ceeds set aside for a planned restoration.

Mount, vice president of the historical
society, said *‘JFK’’ crews performed some
limited work on the outside of the theater
before filming scenes there this month. But
another estimated $2 million in restoration
ultimately will be needed, she said.

‘““We bought a very, very old building
that needs a lot, a lot of work’’ she said.

Also eager to see the theater renovated 1s
the Jefferson Area Association, an organi-
zation of more than 100 neighboring mer-
chants and residents along Jefferson Street.

Laura Mulry, executive director of the
association, said her group gladly will form
a coalition with the others to encourage
Warner Brothers to premiere “‘JFK”’ there.

Mulry said she hopes within a few weeks
to begin discussion about what she called an
opportunity to show other Oak CIliff busi-
ness owners what can be accomplished
through hard work.

‘“It is the key,”” she said of the theater.
‘“It’s the cornerstone to revitalizing Oak

Chiff.”



